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NOTICE: NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY AS TO STUDENTS
In accordance with IRS regulations, all ADVIS member
schools adhere to and support the following “Statement of
Nondiscrimination as to Student Enrollment” as the fundamental
position they advocate. For information regarding a specific
school’s nondiscrimination policy, please contact the school
directly. The following schools admit students of any race, color,

national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded
or made available to students of these schools. They do not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national and ethnic origin in administration of their educational policies, admissions poli-
cies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school administered programs.

ADVIS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization comprised of 131 independent schools in
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland and Delaware.
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constitution: “Equality of rights under
the law shall not be denied or abridged
on account of sex.”

Supporters argue the measure would
extend protections now listed in only a
few sections of Delaware law across the
state’s entire legal framework.

They say the explicit prohibition
would strengthen future gender-based
violence claims, lay the groundwork for
better workplace discrimination stan-
dards and provide a solid foundation for
future laws relating to equal treatment.

To ease Republican concerns about
the proposal’s intent, lawmakers last
year added language to the bill that
makes it clear the change applies only to
state and local governments.

They also noted that “other compel-
ling interests, such as privacy, may in-
form the State’s decision to support per-
missible single sex services or program-
ming,” among other provisions.

The push for an equal rights amend-
ment to Delaware Constitution is part a
nearly 100-year fi�ght for stronger equal-
ity laws at both the federal and state lev-
el.

First introduced in Congress in 1921, it
took 51 years to win passage and head to
the states for ratifi�cation. Delaware was
one of the fi�rst states to approve the pro-
posed amendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion, which ultimately came up three
states short of the 38 needed to become
law.

Since then, 24 states – including
Pennsylvania, Maryland and New Jer-
sey – have passed equal rights amend-
ments to their own constitutions. But
similar measures failed to gain traction
in Delaware’s General Assembly, in-
cluding attempts in 2016 and 2017.

The General Assembly made history
in June when the proposed ERA cleared
both chambers. Gov. John Carney’s sig-
nature is not required on constitutional
amendments, meaning the measure
would automatically become law if it

passes the Legislature again next year.
“This is an opportunity to kick off� the

new year with a bill that has solid, bipar-
tisan support,” Longhurst said. “I think
it will be a signal that we can compro-
mise and come together to do what is
right and in the best interests for the
state.”

Those feelings of goodwill likely will
not extend to some of the other legisla-
tion introduced Thursday.

Newark Democrat Rep. John Kowal-

ko’s perennial bill to establish new tax
brackets has a limited chance of success
– at least for now.

Delaware’s income tax rates now top
out at 6.6 percent for anyone who earns
more than $60,000. Kowalko has been
trying since 2015 to add higher rates for
residents who make more than
$125,000 and $250,000.

Those measures, however, require a
three-fi�fths supermajority. This year
that would mean virtually every Demo-

crat in the House and Senate would
need to vote in favor, along with one Re-
publicans senator.

That’s unlikely to happen without a
major compromise deal on the table.

A similar eff�ort backed by House and
Senate leaders as part of such compro-
mise deal still failed in 2017 when Rep.
Andria Bennett, D-Dover, withheld her
support, pushing the legislative session
beyond June 30 for the fi�rst time in a
generation.

A rally for the Delaware Equal Rights Amendment took place on the steps of Legislative Hall in March 2018.
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overdoses in 2016, according to the new
report, which was prepared by the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. This is an average of 174 deaths per
day.

The study also said that many people
who die due to overdoses have multiple
drugs in their system. 

“We’ve had a tendency to think of
these drugs in isolation,” Dr. Holly He-
degaard, lead author of the report, told
Huff�Post. “It’s not really what’s happen-
ing.”

Delaware is seeing a similar pattern.
Oftentimes, fentanyl is used to cut her-
oin and cocaine – sometimes without
the knowledge of the user.

Fentanyl, in its white, powdery form,
looks strikingly similar to heroin and
can be mixed in with other drugs. State
offi�cials here have cited fentanyl as a
main driver behind Delaware’s con-
tinued rise in drug overdose deaths.

This concern only intensifi�ed after
Delaware experienced its deadliest
month from suspected drug overdoses
yet in the history of tracking these
deaths. The state said then that 39 peo-
ple died in the course of August’s 31
days. 

More recent data from the state Divi-
sion of Forensic Science indicates that
number may be even higher, with 46
deaths reported.

“We suspect that many of the over-
doses involved fentanyl so we are warn-

ing people who are in active use to as-
sume that the illicit drugs they are using
contain this highly toxic and dangerous
synthetic opioid,” said Dr. Kara Odom
Walker, secretary of the state Depart-
ment of Health and Social Services, in a
statement in early September.

The following month, federal prose-
cutors charged numerous men with
supplying fentanyl-laced heroin to a 28-
year-old Newark man who died as a re-
sult of using these drugs.

Investigators were able to work up
the drug-dealing chain and tie Robin
Cintron-Pratts to 13,000 baggies of fen-
tanyl-laced heroin prosecutors say he
brought from Philadelphia to Chester,
Pennsylvania, and then distributed to a
man who brought it to Delaware, ac-
cording to a federal indictment.

The accused drug dealer indicated
that he had multiple buyers die from his
drugs in the past.

On average, in each year from 2013 to
2016, the rate of overdose deaths from
fentanyl increased by about 113 percent
per year. In fact, the report said that fen-
tanyl was responsible for 29 percent of
all overdose deaths in 2016, up from just
4 percent in 2011.

After fentanyl, heroin, cocaine and
methamphetamine were the deadliest
drugs in 2016.

The study said that illegal drugs such
as fentanyl and heroin were the primary
causes of unintentional overdoses,
while prescription drugs tended to be
used in suicidal overdoses.

Contact Brittany Horn at (302) 324-
2771 or bhorn@delawareonline.com.
Follow her on Twitter at @brittanyhorn.
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